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Asian Pacific Night at Chase FieldCommissioner
Barry Wong
Sworn In
ByAmanda Ho

Monday, July 31, 2006 was a momen-
tous and historical occasion filled with
laughs, tears of joy and many praises.  On
that day, former State Legislator, Barry
Wong, was sworn in as a Commissioner
of the Arizona Corporation Commission.
Commissioner Wong was appointed to
the Corporation Commission by Gover-
nor Janet Napolitano on July 26, 2006.
He will be serving out Commissioner
Marc Spitzer’s remaining term which
will end January 2007.  Commissioner
Spitzer resigned after being appointed to
the US Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission in Washington D.C. by President
Bush in June.

The Arizona Corporation Commission
is one of the most important and power-
ful Commissions across the nation and
within the state.  In most states, this Com-
mission is known as the Public Service
Commission or the Public Utility Com-
mission.  However, in Arizona, the Cor-
poration Commission has responsibilities
that go beyond traditional public utilities
regulation, including facilitating the
incorporation of businesses and organiza-
tions, securities regulations and rail-
road/pipeline safety.  The Commissioners
have duties in all three branches of gov-
ernment: the executive, legislative and
judicial.

In Arizona, the Arizona Corporation
Commission is often considered the
fourth branch of government.

The Honorable Paul E. Tang, Pima
County Superior Court Judge, adminis-
tered the oath of office for Commissioner
Wong.  Judge Tang and Commissioner
Wong have been long-time friends and
share many happy memories, starting as
law students at the University of Arizona,
College of Law.  Judge Tang highlighted
the many accomplishments and distin-
guished traits that Commissioner Wong

possesses.  “He works hard, is a quick
study, will be a champion for the little
guy, is patient, thoughtful, a good listen-
er, and will do what’s best for all the cit-
izens of this state.”  Commissioner Wong
spent some time thanking all the people
that had supported him along the way and
specifically recognized his family for
being there for him.  Commissioner
Wong stated that, “Success is not in a
vacuum.  I would have never succeeded
on my own.  But here as a collective
group, together, we can do what is great
as a community.”  

The ceremony concluded with a few
words from each of the current Commis-
sioners and each stated how elated and
excited they were of the Governor’s
appointment choice.  Commissioner
Wong concluded with this statement,
“Asian Americans want to improve Ari-
zona for all people, and there is room for
everybody, for all backgrounds, all peo-
ple.”

Insightfully said, I agree with Com-
missioner Wong and believe that Asian
Americans are working hard and doing
everything possible to make Arizona a
better place. 

Everyone in the community joins
Asian Chamber in wishing success and
welcoming Commissioner Wong to this
important and prestigious appointment.     

Congratulations Commissioner Wong,
and we  look forward to the great things
that you will do in the future!

By Christine Anne Ong 
In a melding of talents and services, the

Asian Pacific Community in Action, with
the help of the Arizona Department of
Health Services, say they are trying to
improve the health of the Asian populace
within Maricopa County. 

Recently, on Aug, 8, the two organiza-
tions invited Asian community notables to a
Diamondbacks game to both heighten
health awareness and take heed in the all-
American sport.

For more than four years now, APCA,
with funding from the ADHS, has partici-
pated in community events and even held
some of their own informational gather-
ings.  The cause: raising awareness about
the sundry health hazards on the prowl.

Problems appertaining to cardiovascular
disease, diabetes, Hepatitis B, tobacco use
and general health are the focus of this con-

tinuing campaign.
“A lot of people don’t have health insur-

ance and don’t know that their health is
even at risk,” said Yen Nguyen, Asian
Women’s Health Initiative Project Coordi-
nator for Asian Pacific Community in
Action.

That is where APCA comes in.  APCA
works to enrich Asians’ knowledge in the
area of heath care.

Of the nearly 100,000 Asians that live in
Maricopa County alone, APCA believes its
communal involvement will lead to the
eventual empowerment of Asians in health
and education.

From cultural festivals such as Chinese
Week to large-scale events like the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation’s Race
for the Cure, APAC is concentrating their
energies in every possible place.

APCA’s physical presence is not

APCA—Working Toward a Healthier Whole 

see APCA page 6

Asian Pacific Night hosted by Asian
Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by
Arizona Department of Health Services
was another memorable, fun and exciting
night (we beat the Dodgers) for everyone
young and old.

Remembering the first APA Night six
years ago, when Jerry Colangelo invited
Asian Chamber to celebrate the Asian
American presence in Arizona, it was
James Tomooka and Coach Kajikawa who

threw the first pitch and the ASU Asian
Pacific Student Coalition who sang the
National Anthem.(It was the Year of the
Snake, the Year we won the World Series!)
In the following years, Asian American
VIPs and honorable community activists
continue to do the honors: David Kim,
Anheuser-Busch; Rocky Tang, Asian
Chamber; Hiroshi Osawa, Toyota; Father
Emery Tang, Franciscan Order; Mas
Inoshita, community activist and Military
Intelligence Service WW11 veteran.

The Inhale Life Singers generously
sponsored by ADHS joined APA Nights at
the Suns and Diamondbacks the last four
years. (But the first Asian American to sing
the National Anthem at  BOB was the late
Pat Morita). We have showcased entertain-
ment by the Chinese, Japanese, Thai,
Pacific Islander, Hip Hop, Karate, etc.
schools and communities. 

The Thomas Tang Post 50 Color Guard
has posted the Colors every year and who
can forget our beloved Edwin Tampos who
for four years blessed the field in tradition-

al Hawaiian style (we won every time,
too).We miss Edwin, but know he is with
us at every game, cheering, chanting and
wishing all of us well from the heavens.

This year we celebrated APA Night at
Chase Field when the Diamondbacks beat
the Dodgers on July 20th. Jackie’s Karate
School kicked off the evening with his stu-
dents and Stephen Tsang with a martial arts
demonstration and dance; the Thomas
Tang Post 50 posted the Colors and the

Inhale Life Singers
sang the National
Anthem directed by
Larry Yee of North-
west Phoenix Baptist
Church.

We also have the
honor of participating
in the Hot Dog Race
which is so exciting
for the children. This
year’s Security Kid
tells it all on page 3.

The ceremonial
first pitch thrown by
Mas Inoshita, is
always the highlight
of APA Night. The
Diamondbacks are to
be commended and
thanked for giving the
Asian Pacific Ameri-

cans this opportunity. It is our understand-
ing that the Diamondbacks are the only
Major League Baseball team that bestows
this honor on the community.

We have been in touch with Bill Singer,
Diamondback scout, who has promised to
try his best to bring an Asian baseball play-
er to the Diamondbacks! He was recently
scouting in Japan and we hope he had
some luck. Whether Bill can find us an
Asian player to cheer on (like we did, BK),
we will always be Diamondback fans and
proud to be a part of America’s favorite
pastime. Thank you Diamondbacks!   

Asian Chamber Inhale Life Singers directed by Larry Yee
captivated the fans at Asian Pacific American Night.

(l-r): Claire Panyon, Janice Chan &
Kameron Shee participate in the
Ketchup, Mustard, Relish Race.

Mas Inoshita threw the ceremonial first
pitch caught by Chris Snyder on APA
Night at Chase Field July 20th.

(l-r): Barry Wong, newly appointed
AZ Corporation Commissioner,
sworn in by Judge Paul Tang

Thomas Tang Post 50 Color Guard
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The goal of the Asian Chamber of Commerce is
to include all Asian groups in our services.  We are
able to accomplish this task through our Advisory
Board (listed above) which represents virtually
every major Asian group in Arizona.

Mission & Purpose
1. To support, promote and foster business, cultur-
al and educational relationships by and between
chamber members and the general 
public.   
2. Serve as a vehicle and resource center for our
members to network and market their products
and services.
3. Serve as a liaison between the state, county
and local  governments and the members of the
Asian Chamber of Commerce.
4. Provide business consulting and technical
assistance to the members of the chamber.

Asian SUNews
The Asian SUNews is the official publication of

the Asian Chamber of Commerce. The purpose of
the paper is two-fold: to inform chamber members
and the public about national and local news and
issues pertinent to the Asian community and to
promote Asian businesses and corporate 
sponsors through advertisements.

The Asian SUNews has grown over the years
and is the largest Asian newspaper in Arizona, dis-
tributed state-wide and in major cities in the Unit-
ed States.

Community organizations that join the Asian
Chamber of Commerce are given the opportunity
to publish their news and/or  announcements in
the Asian SUNews to share with the public.

Everyone is welcome to become a member of
the Asian Chamber of Commerce.

Call Madeline Ong-Sakata for information
Office: 602-222-2009 or fax: 602-870-7562

E-Mail: asiansun@aol.com

Membership Package

Diamond Sponsor...call for information
Platinum Sponsor........$2500
Company logo/name featured in all chamber 
publications, prominent position in Asian SUNews,
brochure & stationery
Half page corporate profile (twice)
Discount on advertising
Invitation to various community events
Special recognition at Lunar New Year Banquet
Logo hyperlinked from our website to yours
Gold Sponsor....……......$1000
Company logo/name  featured in all chamber 
publications: Asian SUNews, brochure and 
stationary.
Half-page corporate profile (one-time)
Discount on advertising
Free Asian SUNews
Invitation to various community events
Logo hyperlinked from our website to yours
Silver Sponsor..................$500
Company name listed in Asian SUNews
Quarter page corporate profile (one-time)
Discount on advertising
Free Asian SUNews
Invitation to various community events
Copper/Small Business...$250
Company name listed in Asian SUNews
Free business card ad (one time)
Discount on advertising
Free Asian SUNews
Invitation to various community events
Non Profit Community
Organization.......................$35
Organization name listed in Asian SUNews
Organization news/publicity in Asian SUNews
Free Asian SUNews
Invitations to various community events
Individual Member..............$35
Free Asian SUNews

Invitation to various community eventsYou are invited to join the Asian Chamber of Commerce

Membership Form
Please print 
Name:________________________________________

Title:_________________________________________

Company:____________________________________

Address:_______________________________

City:__________________________________

State:______________ZIP________________

E-Mail:________________________________

Phone:______________Fax:______________

Date:_________________________________
embership package:

____Platinum Sponsor............................$2500
____Gold Sponsor...................................$1000
____Silver Sponsor....................... ..........$  500
____CopperSponsor..................... ..........$  250
____Small Business................................$  250
____Non-Profit Community Org..............$   35  
____Individual Member.......... ................$   35

Please make check payable to and mail:

Asian Chamber of Commerce
c/o Madeline Ong-Sakata 

7217 N.  6th Way
Phoenix, Arizona   85020
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Advisors
Choosin Bhandhusavee (Peoria)

Bea Chaves (Phoenix)
Calvin Choe (Phoenix)

Patricia Ong Din (San Francisco)
Jean Fernandez (Glendale)

Craig Fujii (Gilbert)
Les Gin (Phoenix)

Patricia Wong Hall (Flagstaff)
Marie Hanna (Tucson)

Arlyn Herrera (SRP-Phoenix)
Maria Hooker (Tucson)

Claudia Kaercher (Phoenix)
Luzviminda Kendrick (Hawaii)

Donn Kong (Tempe)
Dorothy Lew (Tucson)

Dr. Richard Matsuishi (Glendale)
Enrique Medina (Awatukee)

Kim Miglorin (Scottsdale)
Ted Namba (Glendale)
Victor Ong (Phoenix)

Nampet Panichpant (Los Angeles)
Lydia Yasmeen Peera (Tucson)

Pui Pongtractic (Phoenix)
Lou Ann Tampos (Mesa)

Molly Woon Stilley (Flagstaff)
Wilmot Wickramasuriya (Tucson)

Sin Vilay (Scottsdale)
Evelyn Yanagihashi (Tucson)

Marian Yim (Phoenix)
Andrias Yose (Singapore)

Edward Yue (Phoenix)

Board of Directors

Jeri Kishiyama-
Auther
Patricia Ong Din
Amanda Ho
Ken Ihori
Claudia Kaercher
Dorothy Lew
Mindy Luzon

Ted Namba
Christine Anne Ong

Anoma Phanthourath
Chef Bill Sy

Stephen Tsang
Peter Tran
Joan Yen

Dr. James Yuan 

Asian SUNews is the largest Asian
American monthly publication in

Arizona with an issue date of the 15th
of the month and is distributed free to

the general public at designated 
centers. Back issues are $1 if 

available. Asian Chamber members
receive a free subscription of the 

publication.

The views expressed in this publica-
tion are not necessarily the  views of
our sponsors. Editorials, news and
opinions expressed by columnists

do not necessarily reflect Asian
Chamber policy except those

expressed by the president of the
Asian Chamber of Commerce and

the publisher of the Asian SUNews.
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